
Dr. Colleran’s Comments 
Lily-ingestion Toxicity in Cats. 

With the return of springtime, comes celebration.  For Christians, Easter calls for rejoic-
ing. For everyone, spring signifies renewal, a fresh start. New green growth and blooming flowers 
mark a new beginning.  Many people will celebrate during this time by adorning their households 
with flowers and plants. However, cat owners need to beware that some of the most common plants 
are highly toxic to their beloved feline companions. 

Easter lilies (Lilium longiflorum), other species of the genus Lilium (Tiger lily, rubrum 
lily, Japanese show lily, and Asiatic hybrid lily), some species of daylilies (Hemerocallis spp), and 
possibly other species of the family Liliaceae are highly toxic to cats leading to kidney damage. All 
parts of the plant are considered toxic, and intoxication can occur with ingestion of less than one 
leaf. To date, the toxic component has not been determined. 

Within the first two to six hours of lily ingestion, a cat may manifest intestinal upset in-
cluding vomiting, loss of appetite, and depression. Signs may temporarily subside only to return 
within twelve to eighteen hours as kidney damage ensues. Treatment consists of rapid decontami-
nation (inducing vomiting to remove plant material, administration of activated charcoal), and in-
travenous fluid. Postponing treatment for more than eighteen hours can result in renal failure, and 
death; therefore, prompt and aggressive veterinary care is paramount. With prompt treatment, full 
recovery is possible. However, if treatment is delayed, varying degrees of permanent kidney dam-
age will occur. If the cat is not treated at all, death usually occurs in three to seven days. 

Cats can be extremely inquisitive, and may graze on plants in and around a house. There-
fore, cat owners are encouraged to avoid placing lilies where cats reside, whether indoor or out-
door. During Easter celebration and for that matter year around, substituting Easter lilies and other 
kidney toxic plants with plants such as Easter Orchids, Easter Lily Cactus, Easter Daisy or violets is 
recommended. Easter will be celebrated on Sunday April 16, 2006. 
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The Importance of Viral Testing 
By Dr. Ullrich 
 
It’s springtime and time for kittens, fresh air, more time outdoors, and feline breeding season.  
Many of us will decide it’s time to adopt a kitten and bring a new member into our family.  Or, it 
may be that a stray cat that has been hanging around finally convinces us to take him or her into our 
household.  This is the time of year when most female cats that have not been spayed will be in 
heat, and the tomcats that are out will be much more inclined to fight with each other, or fight with 
other cats that are outdoors.  We certainly don’ t want to bring a new cat or kitten into our house-
hold, especially if we have existing feline members already, without knowing the new cat is 
healthy.  We also don’ t want to allow a cat that we currently care for to be out fighting or breeding 
with others if we don’ t know that it doesn’ t have feline leukemia (FELV) or feline AIDS (FIV).  By 
the same token, we also need to know the virus status of our current family members so that we 
don’ t bring a healthy cat into an environment that has either FELV or FIV and cause them to be-
come infected as well. 
  
Testing for FELV and FIV is a simple process.  We collect a small blood sample from the cat and 
run a test that takes approximately ten minutes.  We know at the end of that time whether the ani-
mal is healthy or infected with one or both of the viruses.  If it’ s healthy and it will be allowed to go 
outdoors, we will make the recommendation to include FELV in the vaccines the cat receives so 
that we can keep it as healthy as possible. 
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Ask Arrgh   
 
Dear  Arrgh,  
 
I  am so very confused. I  am a neu-
tered cat and no longer  have an 
interest in gir ls cats but lately 
something (is it in the air?) has been causing me to spray 
around the house. Needless to say, my humans are a bit 
ir r itated with me r ight now.  I  want to stop but it is almost 
like I  have no control of myself.  What do you think I  
should do? 
 
Marking Marky 
 
Dear  Marking Marky, 
 
The first thing you need to find out is if your  new choice of 
ur inating style is because of a ur inary tract problem, an-
other  source of discomfor t or  something else that has 
changed your  behavior .  I f you’ re marking your  ter r itory 
due to breeding season then get over  it!  You’ re not a Tom 
Cat so stop acting like you are. You need to have your  
owners find out quickly what the reason is because, as you 
know, we cats are such creatures of habit and you will 
keep on misbehaving.  No one will be able to tolerate you 
and you will find yourself living in the (gulp!) dog’s house!   
 
Arrgh Matey!! 
 
** * ** *By the way, come in to meet my funny new sidekick, Domino!!  

 

Microchip for Pets Sake 

I t is hard to imagine the depth of devas-
tation that  so many people and their  
pets exper ienced from hurr icane 
Katr ina.  But with every story I  heard, it 
only confirmed what we, as animal lov-
ers, already know……...that the human-
animal bond is essential to our  emotional 
health.  

In Butte County our  greatest threat is 
fire and we should heed the advice of 
animal disaster  groups regarding micro-
chipping.  This is a harmless procedure 
similar  to giving a vaccine. The chip is a 
tiny  computer  chip that is about the size 
of a grain of r ice. I t is injected under  the 
skin and when detected with a microchip 
scanner will reveal your  pet’s individual 
identification number.  Pets may lose 
collars and tags but with a microchip, 
the odds are increased that you and your  
lost pet will be reunited. This is impor-
tant not only dur ing disasters. Many ani-
mals get lost while traveling or  dur ing a 
move. Protect your  pets and get them 
chipped today. Call us to make an ap-
pointment. For  information on prepar-
ing your  pets for  a disaster , check out 
Nor th Valley Animal Disaster  Group at 
www.NVADG.org or  call 895-0000.  
 

FLEA LIFE CYCLE  
Adult fleas spend ninety percent (90%) of the time on the pet. The life cycle of the flea involves several stages. Adult female fleas lay eggs on the 
pet after taking a blood meal. When the animal shakes, scratches, or moves around, these eggs fall to the ground. After hatching the inactive 
worm-like larvae will molt twice and then pupate. The pupal stage involves a cocoon that is very protective against the insecticides and growth 

regulators used to control fleas. It is the pupa that develops into the hungry adult flea. 
INSECT GROWTH REGULATORS (IGR): 
The IGRs sterilize female fleas and kill the flea eggs and larvae. These two actions help to halt the flea life cycle and prevent the population 
growth in the environment. IGRs also come in  sprays & topicals. 

SYSTEMICS: 
Systemics get into the animals system (blood). When the adult flea takes a blood meal the medication will 

cause the flea to die. 
· Insecticides only kill adult fleas. 
· Growth regulators sterilize female fleas and kill flea eggs and larvae. 
· A good flea prevention program involves a proper pretreatment plan for both the pet and envi-

ronment. 
· When treating a flea problem, it may be necessary to re-treat the environment in 10-20 days to 

properly kill the newly emerging adults (from the cocoon stage). 

You know you are a cat lover  when……..you snap your fingers & pat the sofa beside you  to invite your guests to sit down. 
You know you are a cat lover  when……..you call home & leave a message on the answering machine for your cats. 


